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Laois Education Centre

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2000

Attendance:


Paddy Bates, David Dwyer, Michael Martin, Kieran Hogan, John Mulhare, Des Sutton, Mary Mahon, Ann Young, Dinah Kingsley, Norma Booth, Breda Fitzpatrick, Fiona Dunne, Catherine Dwyer, Anne Buggie, Joan White and Liam O’Neill
Apologies from:

John Courtney

The meeting was chaired by Chairperson, Liam O’Neill.  Liam thanked the committee for their help and support over the past year.  He also thanked the staff of the Centre.

Liam spoke of the very successful and exciting year and of the progress being made and also for the wide range of courses being offered.

He wished the committee a successful year.

Director’s Report

The Director’s report detailed the courses, seminars and awards organised in the past year and outlined the plans for the future.  

The Director extended thanks to the Committee and Staff of the Centre.  The report  was adopted on the proposal of Ann Young and seconded by Catherine Dwyer.

Treasurers Report

This report, presented by the treasurer Catherine Dwyer, outlined the income and expenditure for the year, as audited by Bardon Molumby Chartered accountants.  The treasurer presented the report in details, commenting on the further increase in income due to the larger number of courses organised.  The Treasurer thanked the committee for their help and advice during the year.  The report was adopted on the proposal of Mary Mahon and seconded by Dinah Kingsley.

Election of Management Committee 2001 

Paddy Bates

Clonaslee, Co Laois   

Chairperson


David Dwyer

Ballinakill Community School, Ballinakill, Co Laois  

Michael Martin
Ballinakill NS, Ballinakill, Co Laois  

Kieran Hogan

Mountmellick Community School, Co Laois  

John Mulhare

Clough NS, Clough, Co Laois  

Des Sutton

St Paul’s NS, Borris Road, Portlaoise  

Mary Mahon

Scoil Chriost Rí, Portlaoise 

Ann Young

Scoil Chriost Rí, Portlaoise 

Dinah Kingsley
Ridge Road, Portlaoise 

Norma Booth

Scoil Chriost Rí, Portlaoise 

Breda Fitzpatrick
Barnashrone NS, Mountmellick, Co Laois  

Fiona Dunne

Sweetview, Abbeyleix, Co Laois  

John Courtney

Townspark, Mountmellick, Co Laois  

Catherine Dwyer
Ballyroan NS, Ballyroan, Co Laois  

Anne Buggie

Scoil Mhuire, Portlaoise  

Joan White

Scoil Mhuire, Portlaoise 

Liam O’Neill

Trumera NS, Mountrath, Co Laois  

Paddy Bates thanked the committee and said he looked forward to working with them in the coming year.  Paddy made a presentation to Liam O’Neill and thanked him for his work.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Director’s Report 2001 

It is now thirty years ago since the first Teachers Centre was founded and in the intervening years now Education Support Centres have been dedicated committed innovators in the area of continuing professional development.  At this A.G.M.  we celebrate this creativity at local, regional, national, island, E.U. and international level.  Congratulations to the Management and Staff of all Centres, well established, relatively new, full and part-time.

A
Leader, Murphy and Boldt (1998) State

“Much of the work and education undertaken by the Centres has been original, and empowering of the participants”

“The Education Centres form the backbone of the provision of ongoing professional development”

“These have been involved extensively in the renewal of Irish   Education, recognising early on the need to develop and involve teachers in their renewal” 

B
Education Act

Statutory basis ‘services’ are provided for Schools, Teachers, Parents, Boards and other relevant persons

C
Department

Strategic part of the Education system nationally, regionally and locally 

D
Cromien:

The main providers, the development, organisation and delivery of most programmes is undertaken by Education Support Centres



Laois has also played its part:

During the year 2001 some of the provisions included:

National

Leaving Certificate English Revised Syllabus

Primary Curriculum Support Programme

Leaving Certificate Physics

Leaving Certificate Chemistry

Leaving Certificate Maths

Junior Certificate Maths

ECDL

Programme on Autism

Visiting Teachers for Travellers

ICT Courses with NCTE

Home Economics

Local:

All the World’s a  School

Primary School Management

Chess for Primary Schools

Bullying and Conflict Management

Multiple Intelligences

Discover Irish Art

Circus and Fairground

Irish Learning Support Association

Special Needs:

Autism Spectrum Disorders

Practical Training on Autism

Resource Teachers working with Children with Autism

Class Teachers working with Children with Autism

Pupils and Community

Bealtaine Festival

Environmental Heritage Awards

Design A Website Project

Write A Book

Local Democracy

Internationally:

Autism with Theo Peeters and Hilde de Clercq, Belgium

Staff development with Austria, Denmark and Iceland

Challenges for the future:

1. Review of Centres:

The steering committee agreed that the objective of the review would be  “to review, in accordance with the Education Act (1998) and the terms of reference hereunder, the Education Centre network and to clarify the role, functions and development potential as a strategic part of the Education system nationally, regionally and locally in the provision of InCareer Education and support for schools, teachers, parents, boards and other relevant persons involved in the first, second and further education”

The terms of reference of the review are:

“ To carry out a review of Education Centres under the following headings:

1. Role and Function of Education Centres, including their developmental potential and taking account of their particular culture;

2. The Management, including Management Committees, staffing, resourcing and operation of centres;

3. The number and location of Centres and their geographical remit;

4. The position of Part-Time Centres

5. The relationship of Centres with ICDU, the Department in general and other bodies 

And make recommendations and report on the measures necessary to enable Centres to carry out their role effectively and further enhance their quality service.  

In carrying out the review, account to be taken of the contents of the Cromien Report concerning Education Centres where relevant”

2. Constitution ATECI  (see appendix)

3. Staff

Thank you

I wish to thank the members of our Management Committee, our Sub-Committees and especially our Chairperson, Paddy Bates, for their commitment, their team work and dedication in the past year.

I wish also to thank Aine, Yvonne, Rosemary, Margaret Mary, Jim and Catherine for their team work and unfailing good humour.

Thanks are due also to Shelagh Maher, Hawthorn Catering and her staff for her services over the past year,  to Kevin Delaney, Kleen Kare, for his cleaning services and to Tony Dunne and Michael Bergin for their caretaking services.

I wish to thank Paddy Bennis and the staff of the InCareer Development Unit for their continued help and support and to wish Paddy a long and happy retirement. 

Special Needs 2001 

Laois Education Centre in association with the Department of Education and Science has run a series of programmes / courses for teachers on Autism over the past year.  

Five trainers have been appointed on a part time basis to deliver training to Resource Teachers working with Children with Autism.   Training is expected to start early in 2002. 

The following people have been appointed as part-time trainers and we look forward to working with them in 2002. Gillian Boyd has also agreed to work with the trainers on a part time basis.  We wish to thank her for her commitment to working with this Centre and the Department of Education and Science.   We wish also to thank Breandán O’Murchú, Inspector with Department of Education and Science, with responsibility for Special Needs  and Mr. Jimmy Malone, InCareer Development Unit, Department of Education and Science, for their help and commitment in the past year. 

List of Part-Time Trainers:

1.
Tish Balfe:

St. Joseph’s NS, Newtownmountkennedy, Co Wicklow.

2.
Geraldine Donnelly
St. Anne’s Special School, Taylor’s Hill, Galway.

3.
Hilda Hegarty

St Patrick’s BNS, Skibbereen, Co Cork.

4.
Fiona Jennings
St. Joseph’s NS, Leitir, Islandeady, Castlebar, CoMayo.

5.
Siobhan Whitehead
 St. Joseph’s NS, Parnell Street, Waterford.

The following are a list of courses which have been held in the past year:

1. Five-Day Training Programme for Teachers Working with Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders with Theo Peeters and Hilde de Clercq.

2. Five Day Training Programme for Resource and Class Teachers working with Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders with Gillian Boyd

3.
Practical Training on Autism with Theo Peeters and Hilde de Clercq and team

Five-Day Training Programme for Teachers 

Working with Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Tutors:
Dr Theo Peeters 



Hilde de Clercq 

Dates:

Block 1:
25th and 26th February 2001 



Block 2:
221st, 22nd and 23rd May 2001

Venue:
Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise 

Times:

9.30 a.m. – 4.30 p.m.

Block 1

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	64

	
	Primary Male
	21

	Total
	
	85

	Contact Hours
	
	1020


Block 2

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	70

	
	Primary Male
	19

	
	Department Inspectorate and NEPS
	13

	Total
	
	102

	Contact Hours
	
	1836


Five Day Training Programme for Resource and Class Teachers working with children with Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Tutor:

Gillian Boyd

Dates:

Block 1:
15th and 16th February 01 



Block 2:
2nd, 3rd and 4th May 01 

Venue:
Laois Education Centre

Times:

9.30 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. 

Block 1

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	22

	
	Primary Male
	2

	Total
	
	24

	Contact Hours
	
	288


Block 2

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	30

	
	Primary Male
	1

	Total
	
	31

	Contact Hours
	
	558


Practical Training on Autism

Tutors:

Dr. Theo Peeters, Hilde de Clercq and team

Dates:


Monday 5th to Friday 9th November

Venue:

Laois Education Centre

Times:


9.15 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. 

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	23

	
	Primary Male
	2

	Total
	
	25

	Contact Hours
	
	875


We wish to say a special word of thanks to Ms. Monica Shannon, Principal, Scoil Chormaic, Cashel, Co Tipperary and her staff for their co-operation in organising the pupils from their school to be available for the practical training for the week.  

All The World’s A School

Authors speaking on their Lives and Work 

In Association with Laois Arts Office, Laois County Library, The Women’s Literary Group and Laois Vocational Education Committee 

Author:

Jennifer Johnston

One of Ireland’s finest writers.  Her books include Shadows On Our Skin (shortlisted for the Booker Prize) and How Many Miles to Babylon (New Leaving Certificate English Programme).  Her latest book is The Gingerbread Woman.

Date:


Thursday 1st February 2001

Time:


7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m.

Venue:

Laois Education Centre

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	15

	
	Post Primary Female
	9

	
	Primary Male
	2

	Total
	
	26

	Contact Hours
	
	52


Author:

John McGahern
Author of three collections of short stories and five highly acclaimed novels, of which Amongst Women (shortlisted for the Booker Prize) won the Irish Literature Prize for fiction in 1990 and was serialized by RTE

Date:


Thursday 5th April 2001 

Time:


7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m.

Venue:

Laois Education Centre

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	8

	
	Post Primary Female
	9

	
	Primary Male
	1

	
	Post Primary Male
	1

	Total
	
	19

	Contact Hours
	
	38


Bullying and Conflict Management

In association with

The Midland Health Board
Tutor:

Katherine White

Dates:

14th and 21st November 2001 

Time:

7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. 

Venue:
Laois Education Centre

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	18

	
	Post Primary Female
	4

	
	Primary Male
	1

	
	Post Primary Male
	0

	Total
	
	23

	Contact Hours
	
	46


Discover Irish Art

In association with 

The National Gallery of  Art

Theme:
New Art from Old Masters 

Tutor:

Fiona Loughnane, National Gallery of  Art

Date:

Wednesday 21st November 01 

Time:

8.00 p.m. – 10.00 p.m.

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	6

	
	Post Primary Female
	2

	
	Primary Male
	3

	
	Post Primary Male
	0

	Total
	
	11

	Contact Hours
	
	22


Discover Irish Art

In association with 

The National Gallery of Art

Theme:
Impressionism

Tutor:

Sheena Barrett, National Gallery of Art

Date:

Wednesday 5th December 01 

Time:

8.00 p.m.– 10.00 p.m.

Venue:
Laois Education Centre

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	12

	
	Post Primary Female
	3

	
	Primary Male
	1

	
	Post Primary Male
	0

	Total
	
	16

	Contact Hours
	
	32


Leaving Certificate English 

Comparative Studies

Tutor:

Pauline Kelly 

Date:

10th October 2001 

Time:

7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m.

Venue:
Laois Education Centre 

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	1

	
	Post Primary Female
	24

	
	Other
	2

	
	Post Primary Male
	5

	Total
	
	32

	Contact Hours
	
	64


Primary School Management 

Tutors:
Ciaran McMahon



Ciaran McManus

Dates:

Commenced on 5th February for eight weeks

Time:

7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m.

Venue:
Laois Education Centre

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	6

	
	Primary Male
	6

	Total
	
	12

	Contact Hours
	
	192


Post Graduate Diploma in

Curriculum Studies Management 

A Module on Multiple Intelligences

In Association with the University of Dublin

Tutor:

Anne Fleischmann, Trinity College, Dublin

Dates:

9th & 10th, 23rd & 24th November and 7th & 8th December 01 

Venue:
Laois Education Centre

Aims:



· To introduce the participants to the theory of MI

· To develop with the participants an MI approach to their teaching

· To provide space and support for teachers to develop a manageable and effective programme which they can implement with confidence

	Attendance
	Post Primary Female
	6

	
	Primary Female
	4

	
	Post Primary Male
	2

	
	Primary Male
	3

	Total
	
	15

	Contact Hours
	
	396


REVISED ENGLISH SYLLABUS FOR THE LEAVING CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
School visits continued successfully during the months of January to May 2001 in spite of the challenges posed by Foot and Mouth disease and by ASTI strikes.  450 visits were made by the thirteen trainers.  1949 teachers attended these visits, and on the evaluations returned by teachers, 93% commented that the visits were very helpful and 94% of principals agreed that they were very worthwhile.
In February the CDROM for Leaving Certificate English was launched, with copies being sent to every second level school, VTOS Centre and Prison Education Centre.  English is the first Leaving Certificate subject to have collated all the syllabus materials and information in a single CDROM pack; it contains the Syllabus, Guidelines, Resource Materials, text lists, sample exam papers, assessment advice and department circulars.
The first examination of the new syllabus took place in June and was well received by pupils, teachers, and parents.  Results showed that more candidates at both higher and ordinary levels achieved a grade C or higher.
Having completed the full three-year period of intensive in-service to introduce the new Leaving Certificate, the work of the Leaving Certificate English Training Support Service officially concluded. However, it was decided that, within the context of the Second Level Support Service (SLSS), support for second level English should continue with a reduced team of seven Regional Development Officers and one Coordinator for English. Some team members were happy to return to teaching.  Kevin McDermott was appointed Coordinator for the Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme within the SLSS.  After interviews held in June for the position of Regional Development Officer, the following were appointed:  Deirdre Henchy, Carmel Hinchion, Pauline Kelly, Marjorie Kinsella, Eilís Leddy, Alec MacAlister, Della Meade and Hal O’Neill (Coordinator).  We would like to thank Fíona de Buis, Seán Conlan, Mary Holden, Kevin McDermott and Kate O’Carroll for their major contribution to the success of the LCETSS and for their hard work and dedication in introducing the new syllabus.
In September, the team began work within the context of the SLSS and it was agreed to continue school visits to English teachers by invitation and in consultation with school management. The title of the team was changed to Teaching English Support Service (TESS).  Because of the large numbers of English teachers, the SLSS regions were adapted slightly, and two Regional Development Officers for English were appointed in two of the five regions.  Members of TESS have supported SLSS workshops in generic areas such as programme planning and evaluation.  
In-service specific to English also continued with 131 school visits between September and December 2001 with 442 teachers attending.  Principals have been unanimous in their evaluations, with 100% finding the visit worthwhile and many mentioning that more such in-service would be very welcome.  90% of teachers have found the visit very helpful.
Work on a website specific to the Teaching English Support Service was initiated. We would like to thank Paddy Bates, who has put up extensive English materials on the Centre website, for his continuing assistance.
Members of the Teaching English Support Service

Deirdre Henchy
SLSS Region 1
Donegal, Sligo, Roscommon, Mayo,




                        Galway
Della Meade
SLSS Region 2
Longford, Westmeath, Cavan, Leitrim,

                                                                        North & West Dublin

Alec MacAlister
SLSS Region 2
Louth, Meath, Monaghan, North Dublin
Pauline Kelly

SLSS Region 3          Kildare, Laois, Offaly, South Dublin  City
Eilís Leddy
SLSS Region 4
Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Wicklow,


 South Tipperary, South Co Dublin
Marjorie Kinsella
SLSS Region 5
Waterford, Cork City, West Cork, South 


Tipperary

Carmel Hinchion
SLSS Region 5
Clare, Kerry, Limerick, North Tipperary, 


Cork City
Hal O’Neill



National Coordinator 
	Attendance School Visits
	Post Primary Male
	780

	
	Post Primary Female
	1611

	Total
	
	2391

	Contact
	Total Contact Hours
	7163


 
 

 
 
 
Report on Primary Curriculum Support Programme
January – December 2001
 
 
 
 
JANUARY – JUNE
 
 
 
Visual Arts
Year 2 of the Primary Curriculum Support Programme continued in January 2001 with Gaelscoileanna attending a 1-day Visual Arts seminar, facilitated by a trainer.  Curriculum documents were explored on the day and the strands were explained and experienced through hands-on workshop.  
 
Day 2 
A school based planning day took place and gave teachers an opportunity to discuss and experience some of the ideas explored on day one within their school context.  They identified areas which they wished to have covered on day 3 and this was communicated in advance to the trainer.
 
Day 3 commenced in April with 600 teachers attending.  This 1day off site seminar covered requests from teachers from day 2 and included discussion and hands on experience.
 
 
Gaeilge
Curaclam na gaeilge continued in January and all clusters were complete in June.  404 teachers attended this 1-day off site seminar.
 
Pick-up Seminar
We organised 1 pick-up seminar for teachers who missed introduction and English seminars in year 1.  This seminar had to be rescheduled because of ‘foot and mouth’ and 11 teachers attended seminar on 12th June.
 
 
 

 

 
SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER
 
The third year of The Primary Curriculum Support Programme commenced in September.  Subjects to be covered are as follows:
 

Gaeilge

Seminars commenced in October and 363 teachers attended a 1-day off site seminar facilitated by a trainer.   This was to be followed up by a school based planning day.  As part of the Regional Support Service, schools had the option to apply for support through the service of Cuiditheoirí for this day.
 
Mathematics
Commenced in October also, with 293 teachers attending this 2-day off site seminar day facilitated by trainer.  This is to be followed up by a school based planning day to be taken on a day decided by school.
 
English
Gaelscoileanna will have a 1-day school based planning day in English as a follow on to the current year’s in-service on the English curriculum.
 
SPHE
Commenced in November with 62 teachers attending a 1-day off site seminar, facilitated by trainer.
 
Science
This pilot project continued with all new schools attending an introductory session and their first workshop.  These were based on strands: Living Things and Environmental Awareness and Care.  All schools included in project are now receiving support through school visits.
 
Regional Support Service  -Curriculum Cuiditheoirí
A number of cuiditheoirí were appointed to Primary Curriculum Support Programme to support English, Visual Arts and Gaeilge.  This service commenced in Laois in November and it is hoped that all schools that applied will have received this service before June 2002.  To date 36 schools out of 53 that applied for English received the service and 30 schools out of 47 that applied for Visual Arts received the service.  Schools found this service extremely helpful and requested this support by Cuiditheoirí to be continued.
Gaeilge support will commence early in 2002.
 
 
ICT Advisors Report

2001

Introduction

The National Centre for Technology in Education (NCTE) was established in 1998 to implement the Schools IT2000 Project which is government policy on the integration of ICTs into the curriculum.  The position of ICT Advisor was established under this project.  An ICT Advisor was placed in each of the fulltime Education Centres in September 1999 to support schools and teachers in the implementation of IT2000 at regional level.  In the Laois Education Centre catchment we serve approximately 200 schools, 170 primary and 30 Post Primary schools.

The major initiatives of the project include

· Technology Integration Initiative (TII)

· Teacher Skills Initiative (TSI)

· Schools Integration Project (SIP)

· Schools Support Initiative (SSI)

· Software

· ScoilNet

· SEN

The IT2000 project was due to end December 2000 but continued into 2001.  In December 2001, the Minister launched ‘Blueprint for the Future of ICT in Irish Education – Three Year Strategic Action Plan 2001 to 2003 which is the next phase of ICTs in schools programme.

The role of the ICT Advisor and the work at local and regional level during 2001 is outlined below under each of the above initiative headings.  It is important to note that the main role of the ICT Advisor is to promote the pedagogical aspects of the ICT in Schools Programme at local and regional level.
Technology Integration Initiative (TII)

Advice

In May 1998, December 1999 and December 2001 all non-fee paying schools in the state received grants for ICTs.  Further funding will be issued later this year and again in early 2003.  The role of the ICT Advisor under this initiative is to advise schools on hardware/software/networking acquisition and solution and how best these technologies may be used to enhance the teaching and learning in the classroom and outside.  Such advice is communicated by means of phone calls, email, support nights and school visits.  

TII Returns

In September 2000 and again in 2001, the Department of Education and Science through the NCTE requested the assistance of the ICT Advisors in securing the completion and return of the documentation related to the TII Grants from schools in our region.  In October 2001, there were in excess of 48 schools in the Laois region that were TII non compliant.  Schools that were deemed non compliant in December 2001 would not have received an ICT grant from the DES. However as a result of mailshots, phone calls and school visits, and as far as I can ascertain all of these schools eventually became compliant   Such an undertaking increased substantially the workload of the ICT Advisor.  

Teacher Skills Initiative (TSI)
The Teacher Skills Initiative is concerned with the professional development of the teacher in the area of ICTs.  The focus of the training is changing with more emphasis on the application of ICTs inside and outside the classroom to enhance the teaching and learning processes.  In the Laois region we are promoting whole staff training (or clusters of smaller schools) to facilitate the development of an ICT culture within schools.  Many of these courses are custom designed in consultation with the school, the Principal, the ICT Advisor and ICT Coordinator in the school.  

In consultation with and in response to many Special Interest Groups, Subject Associations etc we are providing software/subject/area specific courses/workshops to promote the integration of ICTs into the curriculum.  

Mainstream Courses

We ran 35 ICT Courses in 2001.  These included Mainstream Courses (outlined below) and Specialised Courses for SIP (Schools Integration Project).  We also organised Support Groups for Special Interest Groups.  A total of 553 teachers availed of ICT training (79.1% Women 20.9% Men), producing  a total of 9,954 class contact hours.  These were organised through whole staff training, subject associations and individual applicant models. 

 Mainstream TSI Courses

o NCTE Courses offered by the Centre during 2001 include:

 ICT Introductory Primary Course Phase 1 (Revised) 

 ICT Introductory Primary Course Phase 2 

 ICT in the Primary Curriculum  (Primary Only)

 ICT Introductory Post Primary Course Phase 1

 ICT Introductory Post Primary Course Phase 2

 The Internet and Email

 Basic Troubleshooting for the Teacher  

 Creating a School Web Site

 ICT in Guidance   (Post Primary Only)

 Multimedia Authoring (Hyperstudio)

 Intel Teach to the Future Programme 

 Special Needs – An Introduction to Special Needs

 ECDL

 Powerpoint

 Publisher

We are now attempting in as much as is possible to meet the needs of the individual schools by customising courses to meet individual’s and individual school’s requirements.  However we will continue to provide Basic Skills Courses for the late adopters as long as the need exists.

In addition to the IT venue in the Education Centre, we use outside venues such as local schools and the ASC Training Centres both in Tullamore and in Portlaoise.  We wish to thank all who cooperate with us by making their venues available to us.

Support Groups

As well as the mainstream TSI courses, presentations/workshops were organised under the Support Group Structure.  These included workshops/presentations in Clicker, Paintshop Pro, Powerpoint, Publisher,  ICT in Modern Language and Special Needs Software.

ICT Tutors

Without the help, support and co-operation of the ICT tutors, none of the above would be possible.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank them most sincerely for their work, patience, commitment  and dedication.  

Priority Areas 2002

We are currently completing a work plan for the remainder of 2002.  The areas of priority will be

· Targeting late adopters.

· Promotion of whole staff training – developing an ICT Culture in schools.

· Promotion of strategic planning in the area of ICT development in school through principal seminars, follow up workshops, presentations and courses.

· Focusing on integration of ICT into the curriculum.

· Raising awareness of available hardware and software and their uses through the Support Group Structure.

· Investigating Online Training.

· Prioritising the professional development of the ICT tutors as key players.

Schools Integration Project (SIP)
All of the SIPs have now been completed and are currently being reported on.   Jean McNiff is co-ordinating the project ‘write ups’ on behalf of NCTE.  It is envisaged that we will officially launch some of the SIPs in the Education Centre later this year.

The Schools Integration Project witnessed major change this year with the resignation of Seamus Knox as National Co-ordinator for SIP.  The Laois educational community is very grateful to Seamus for his interest, commitment and support to schools in the region.  We marked his leaving with a ‘Thank You’ reception in the Centre during the year.  It was well attended.  

Schools Support Initiative (SSI)

The Schools Support Initiative involves continuous support and advice to schools to enhance the use of ICTs in the classroom.   

Advice to Schools

Such support is provided by the ICT Advisor through phone calls, emails, school visits and support group sessions.  ICT Tutors at courses are also very good providers of sound advice as practitioners in the classroom.

The nature of the queries are very varied from advice on software, TII returns, hardware, networking, special needs grants and technology to the professional development of the individual teacher to staff development.

School visits include presentations on specific courses, specific pieces of software, ICT Planning, advice on setting up ICT labs etc.  Unfortunately, the ICT Advisor does not visit schools as often as he deems appropriate.

In 2002, the ICT Advisor visited 58 schools in the region, received on average 6 email queries per day and on average 9 query phone calls per day.

ScoilNet

It was envisaged that ScoilNet would have a major role to play in the area of advice on hardware and software and their uses in the classroom.  While there are some very good sections on ScoilNet, for example the Special Needs Section, the website is proving to be a disappointment for many teachers.  NCTE in association with the DES and other partners in education plan a major overhaul of the ScoilNet website and the NCTE website.  The Software Central section of the NCTE’s website will be developed to assist teachers in making selections of the software which will be most beneficial for their particular subject, class or age group.

Software

NCTE in association with the ICT Advisors has organised a number of software evaluation teams.  We have five such teams in the Laois region concentrating on Mathematics, Senior Drawing, Primary School (1st/2nd Class and 5th/6th Class) and Career Guidance.  While some of the teams are actively evaluating software other teams are in the preliminary stages of identifying software for evaluation and others are awaiting the arrival of software.

Other Local and National Initiatives

The ICT Advisor attended a number of Conferences and Exhibitions last year.  As a result of many of these events very good contacts were made which benefited the Education Centres both locally and nationally.  

Apple donated an iBook and Digital Video Camera with the support of DES to each of the Education Centres for use by the ICT Advisor.  The Minister of Education and Science, Dr Michael Woods, TD made the presentations at the Apple Plant in Hollyhill on June 25th 2001.  

As a result of an encounter which the Cork ICT Advisor had with Mr Diego Garcia Lucas, Education Manager Vektor Software at the Education Show in the RDS in Dublin last year, each of the Education Centres received a very generous and substantial donation of software for the teaching of Modern Languages at both primary and post primary level.  Twelve post primary schools and twenty primary schools have been invited to pilot this software, one of which is in the Tullamore region.  Very successful inservice took place in September at post primary level and the school in question in Tullamore is now successfully using the software.  It is envisaged that the teachers involved at this preliminary pilot stage of the software will offer to facilitate workshops on ICTs and Modern Languages in this area in the coming year.  Further post primary training and the primary training had recently to be postponed due to the current industrial relations at post primary level.  We hope to reorganise such training at a later date.

We cooperated with the Midland Health Board in organising a Website competition, which attempted to promote bilingualism within the Health Board.  The project was very successful and the winning websites may be accessed from the Education Centre website.  The latter is the sole work of and a very fitting tribute to Mr Paddy Bates (webmaster).

During the year Intel Ireland made substantial donations of Hardware to the Education Centre including, a Data Projector, 2 Dell PCs, a Digital Camera, 2 Laptops, a Docking Station and an Intel  Microscope – in all approximately £11,000 worth of equipment for the facilitation of the Intel Teach to the Future Programme.  We are indeed very grateful to Intel Ireland for their very generous donations.

There are a number of other interesting projects currently in the developmental stage involving Online Training, Satellite Internet Access, the use of digital video in the curriculum etc.  

Principal Seminars

As a result of the recent launch of the next phase of the ICT in Schools Programme and the announcement of three ICT grants being distributed over a period of approximately fifteen months (Dec 01 – early 03) the Department of Education and Science in association with the NCTE and the ATECI are organising a half day Information and Planning ICT Seminar for School Principals in clusters of approximately 25 schools.  General non-specific advice will be provided on how best schools may spend these grants in developing ICT within school and taking into account DES policy.  

Conclusion

The ICT Advisor looks forward to a busy innovative and productive year ahead and looks forward to further  developing our links with the schools and wider educational and business community.

The work of the ICT advisory service and mainstream education centre activity could not exist without the excellent support of the administrative staff of the centre.   I would particularly like to thank Catherine Burke for her help and support in the IT area  during the year.

Finally I would like to thank Mr Tony Mahon Director for his continued support, encouragement and very sound advise during the year.

___________________







Jim Enright, ICT Advisor







Tuesday 12th March 02

Summer Courses 2001 

As with previous years a variety of summer courses was organised which ran during the 

first week in July 2001.  We wish to thank all involved for their help and co-

operation.  Details of courses are as follows:

1. Environmental Heritage

John Mulhare and Catherine Dwyer once again put together a proramme for this week which included trips to: Glenkit/Slieveblooms, Myshall / Carlow, Portarlington, McKeon Stone, Stradbally, Mountmellick and Rosenallis.  As with previous years it was very well attended.  

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	43

	
	Primary Male
	8

	Total
	
	51

	Contact Hours
	
	1020


2. Arts and Crafts in Primary School

Tutor:
Redmond Burke

Venue:
St Francis School, Portlaoise

Content:
The six strands:  Drawing, Painting and Colouring, Construction, Print, Clay and Fabric.

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	21

	
	Primary Male
	1

	Total
	
	22

	Contact Hours
	
	440


3. Stress Management

Tutor:
Teresa Fox, Athlone Institute of Technology



Mary Henry, St. Joseph’s School, Longford 

Venue:
Colaiste Choilm, Tullamore

	
Attendance
	Primary Female
	19

	
	Primary Male
	1

	Total
	
	20

	Contact Hours
	
	400


4. An Experiential Approach to Teaching English

Tutor:

Lucy O’Meara, Borrisokane, Co Tipperary 

Venue:
Laois Education Centre

Content:
Development of each child’s confidence as a reader and writer in all areas of the curriculum

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	20

	
	Primary Male
	3

	Total
	
	23

	Contact Hours
	
	460


5. SPHE

Tutors:
Evelyn O’Callaghan, Anne Buggie and Christine Connelly, Joe Whelan, Katherine Whyte, Donna Good, Bill Ebbitt, Charlotte Johnston and Fiona Murphy

Venue:

Colaiste Choilm, Tullamore

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	17

	
	Primary Male
	0

	Total
	
	17

	Contact Hours
	
	340


6. Intercultural Anti Racist Education

Tutors:
Mary Bramley, Visiting Teacher, Sligo



Philomena Costigan, M.A.



Colette Murray

Venue:
Fairways Hotel, Dundalk

 Content:
Traveller perspective on intercultural anti-racist schools



Working with difference



Adopting an intercultural anti-racist ethos

	Attendance
	Primary Female
	20

	
	Primary Male
	0

	Total
	
	20

	Contact Hours
	
	400


WRITE-A-BOOK PROJECT 2000 – 2001

Laois Education Centre held one training workshop on 28th November 2000, in which the co-ordinators went through the administration of the Project, and also led sessions on creative writing, on presentation and on binding.

400 entries were received in March 2001 from 10 schools and 20 teachers.  Each participating teacher took away a set of entries to read.  Entries from children with learning difficulties were all read by one teacher.  It was decided to give a Merit award  to one entry from each class and to one entry from each class for a child with learning difficulties.  There were three Highly Commended entries in each class.  Book tokens were given as the Merit awards and pens for the Highly Commended, and every entry received a certificate.  At the Awards Ceremony on May 4th, Don Conroy, artist, author and RTE personality, presented the awards in the Killeshin Hotel Portlaoise.

Teachers expressed themselves very satisfied with the project, both with the content and how it was administered. Many said that much of the creative process had been completed at home and that the pupils wanted to work on their books in their own time.

As this was the tenth anniversary of the Project nationally, Blackrock Education Centre organized in June a national celebration in their Centre which was attended by President Mary McAleese.  Two pupils from the Laois Education Centre entries were selected at random to represent the Centre at this event  -  Tara Browne (Sacred Heart Portlaoise) and John McEvoy (Cloneygowan NS).

Participating Schools


Teachers

Scoil Mhuire Portlaoise
Aoife McNamara, Caroline Heffernan, Maureen O’Leary


Sacred Heart Portlaoise


Anne Marie Ryan, Valerie Birch, Lily 





Griffin

Scoil Bhríde Portlaoise


Muriel Wall Coughlan, John Fennell

St Colmcille’s NS Errill


Anthony Lawlor, Ita Keane 

SN Mhuire Cloneygowan 


Bríd Walsh, Maureen Fox

Clonaghadoo NS



Goretti Whelan, Bernadette Clear

Scoil Shinchill Killeigh


Damien White

Borris in Ossory Convent NS


Kathryn Bergin

Shanahoe NS




David Brickley, Miriam Brickley

Scoil Bhríde, Kilcruttin, Tullamore

Deirdre Sheridan, Carmel Knowles

Visiting Teacher Service 

Traveller Education

We are continuing to support the Visiting Teachers for Travellers and have been involved in a number of projects over the past year.  We wish to extend thanks to Maugie Francis and the Visiting Teachers Service for their continued work and dedication.  

We will continue to support Ms Jean Forrestal, Visiting Teacher for Travellers in this area over the next year.

Maugie Francis

Teresa McGann

Anne Thorton


Helen Byrne


Patrick McCormack

Rose Sullivan

Margaret McGarrigle

Catherine O’Harte

Marion Allen

Mary Surpless


Mary Branley


Anne Byrne

Jean Forristal


Kathy Bradley


Miriam Fitzsimons

Liz Gaire


Anne McCluskey

Anne Rhatigan

Marian Browne

Christina Connolly

Noreen Mary Reilly

Fiona McGovern

Martine Wixted

Colette Baynes

Ann Curran


Anne Donnellan

Noreen Hoare

Mary Fallon Hillary

Philomena Browne

Michael O’Riordan

Ann McMahon

Rosemary Taylor

Norrie O’Connell

Gerard Quirke


Bernie Murray


Assumpta Vaughan

Breda Brosnan


Niamh O’Shea


Una O’Neill

Carmel O’Connor

Teresa M McCormack
Hilary Kelly

Circus and Fairground

We continue to support the Circus and Fairground Support Service which is being widely used.  We wish to thank the teachers involved.

